ancient times, it was only in the past century that active components of medicinal plants became available in chemically pure form. An impressive number of natural products have been introduced into medical practice and also used as lead or model molecules for structure optimization and for the development of more potent or better-tolerated drugs. A recent comprehensive review found that only 20.2% of the anticancer agents approved in the period 1981-2010 were purely synthetic, whereas the remaining 79.8% were natural products or inspired by natural products (D. J. Newman and G. M. Cragg, "Natural products as sources of new drugs over the 30 years from 1981 to 2010" Journal of Natural Products, vol. 75, no. 3, pp. 311-335, 2012) , indicating that structures from nature are indispensable in anticancer leadfinding research.
In this special issue, we present a set of original research papers concerning various aspects of the antiproliferative properties of plant extracts or isolated natural products. Three of them describe investigations with promising extracts. The methanolic root extract of Sclerocarya birrea gave rise to oxidative stress and apoptosis in HepG2 cells (M. We strongly trust that these publications in this special issue will contribute to the development of natural productbased and innovative drug candidates.
